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Appendix A 

In The Claims 

Amended Claims : 

1 , (Amended) A system for [using a voice mail message Lo provide 

availability] imwidin ft_presence information of a calling party to a called party, said 
j^j^^^^ ^.H^..tin. that said callin p party is currently present at a telephone, 

said system comprising: 

a privaie branch exclwige (PBX) serving telephones of the calUng and 

called parties ; 

a presence $eiver connected to an infonnation device of the calling party 

and detecting presence of the calUng party; [and] 

a communications path between said PBX and said presence server, 
allowing presence infonnation to be sent from said presence server to said PBXLand 
amcrooiyj 

message . 



^ fl.<isnciatine said presence infor mation with a voice mail 



3. (Amended) [.] The system of clain^ 2>whcrein said presence server 

further comprises: 

a timing module that measures the time elapsed since a last presence 
indication, is reset by said presence detection module when said presence detection 
module receives said presence indication from the calling patty, and updates said activity 
database if not reset within a defined period. 

6. (Amended) A voice messaging system, comprising: 
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means for rectriving presence infonnation about a calling party from an 
information device associated with said calling part y, said presence infonnation 
indicating that said ^^^ir^ ff p^rtv ia curr ently present at a te l r phone of the calling party ; 

means for associating said presence information with a voice message left 

by said calling party, and 

means for providing said presence information to a called party in 

connection with playback of said voice message, 

7. (Amended) A method of using a voice mail m essage to provide 
availability information of a calling party to a called party, said availability information 
whether (i) railing nar T y ^"Trentlv present at a telephone and (ii) said 
t..i. phnT.e's states if^ ^v^ilable. said method comprising the following steps performed 
after the calling party has left a voice mail message for the called party: 

(c) receiving availability infomiation regarding the calling party from 

a presence server; and 

(d) including the availability infomation in Uae voice mail message. 
10. (Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said step [i.] 01 

comprises sensing use of an information device of the calling party. 

14. (Amended) A method for conveying presence infonnation via voice 
mail, c^iri presence informntir.n indicating th ^ t ..\A calling party is cunently present at ^ 
telephone of the calline t^a rry, said method compiising: 

(a) receiving presence information about a calling party from an 
information device associated with the calling party; and 
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(b) associating the presence information with avoice mail message 
left by the calling party. 

22. (Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer usable 
medium having computer readable program code means embodied in said medium for 
causing an application program to execute on a computer tliat provides availability 
information of a caUing party to a called party through a voice mail message, said 
availability information indicating whether ffl said calling party is currently present at a 
tele phone and (i i ) said telephone's status is available, said computer readable program 

code means comprising: 

ftfst computer readable program code means for causing a private branch 
exchange (PBX) to receive availabiUty information from a presence server; and 

second computer readable program code means for causing the PBX to 
include the received availability information in tiie voice maU message. 

23. (Amended) [The computer program product of claim 22, wherein said 
computei- readable program code means fiirther comprises:] A computer pio yam product 
comprising a computer usable medium having r.nmnuter readahlr progam code means 
embodied in said medium for causing an applic ation moetam to execute on a computer 
thai provides availability information of a caUin f party to a called party throup;h a voice 
mail message, said computer readable progr am code means comprising: 

gr^t computer readable program c ode means for causing a private branch 
exchange to receive availability info rmation from a presence server; 

second computer readable p ro gram code m eans for causing the PBX to 
include the received availability information in the voice mail message; and 
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third computer readable program code means for causing the PBX to 
query the presence server regarding the availability of the calling party. 
New Clalmi ; 

24. A computer program product comprising a computer usable medium 
having computer readable program code embodied in said medium for causing an 
application program to execute on a computer that provides availability information of a 
calling party to a called party through a voice mail message, said computer readable 

program code compiising: 

first computer readable program code adapted to cause a private branch 
exchange (PBX) to receive availability information from a presence server; 

second computer readable program code adapted to cause the PBX to 
include the received availabiUty information in the voice mail message; and 

third computer readable program code means adapted to cause the PBX to 
query the presence server regarding the availability of the calling party. 

2S. A method for conveying presence information via voice mail, said 
presence information indicating that said calling party is currently present at a telephone 
of the calling party, said method comprising: 

(a) in response to the called party requesting playback of the voice 
message, querying the information device for presence information; 

(a) receiving presence information about a calling pany from an 

information device associated with the calling party; and 

(b) associating the presence information vwth the calling party. 
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